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INDICATIONS  (pgs. 907-908, 912-915) 
Medications have certain accepted reasons for which they should be prescribed, called indications.  These 
reasons may include diagnoses that patients have (for example, hydrochlorothiazide is indicated to treat 
hypertension).  Sometimes medications are prescribed in order to prevent a disease or state which the 
patient does not yet have (for example, vaccines or oral contraceptives). 
 
The program comes with a list of Indications for each medication in the Vocabulary System, with a few 
exceptions (such as vaccines, vitamins, oral contraceptives, and over-the-counter products).  These lists 
include both FDA-approved Indications and many off-label Indications.  The Indications are listed as 
Diagnoses that are recognized by the Vocabulary System, so that the program can use this information to 
see if your patients have a recognized Diagnosis to justify the use of the medication.  If the patient doesn’t 
have a recognized Indication as one of his active Diagnoses, then you are warned of this fact.  This warning 
helps to prevent sound-alike medication errors, where you mean to prescribe one drug but accidentally order 
a similar-sounding drug which has a different 
set of Indications. 
 
Let’s look up the Indications for a medication:  

1. Press Libraries\Indications\List. 
2. For Drug Name, type in CEREBYX 
and press <Tab> or LOOK UP. 
3. Notice the list of diagnoses under 
Indications. 
4. Choose an Indication, such as 
cataplexy. 
5. Read the Comment at the bottom, 
telling you that the drug is FDA Approved 
for cataplexy, and reminding you not to 
confuse CEREBYX with CELEBREX or 
CELEXA. 

 
Skipping and Unskipping Warnings 
 Suppose you never want to be 
reminded in the future if your patient is placed 
on CEREBYX.  

1. Press SKIP\ ADD TO SKIP LIST.  
2. When asked if you are SURE you 

want to add it, say Yes. 
(It is NOT recommended that you do this, since 
it defeats the purpose of Indication warnings, 
but you have the option of doing it if you wish).   
 
 Now, suppose you change your mind 
and want to resume being warned about 
CEREBYX Indications after all: 

1. Press SKIP\EDIT SKIP LIST, or 
Libraries\Indications\Skip. 

2. Highlight CEREBYX and press 
DELETE.  

3.  
Indication Warnings 
 Let’s see how the program 
automatically warns you about Indications: 

1. Press System\Medication Options. 
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2. Under Indications, check Warn if no Indication. 
3. You might also wish to check Even with diagnosis specified; this is up to your personal taste. 
4. Press OK. 

 
 Now, suppose you have a patient with a diagnosis of depression in his Diagnosis Editor, but no 
diagnosis of epilepsy.  You intend to prescribe CELEXA for depression, but by mistake you prescribe 
CEREBYX: 
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1. Press 
Write\Prescriptions. 

2. Enter the patient’s 
Name, e.g. KELLY 
ERICKSON. 

3. For Rx, enter 
CEREBYX. 

4. You see the warning: 
“This patient does not 
have an active diagnosis that is considered a recognized indication for prescribing Cerebyx”. 

5. If you immediately realize your mistake, simply press NO and change the Rx to CELEXA. 
6. But if you don’t realize your mistake, press YES, and read the Indications screen for CEREBYX.  

This screen also shows all of the patient’s current Diagnoses, so you can compare them to the 
Indications for CEREBYX.  You can also JUMP to other parts of the program, e.g. to the patient’s 
Diagnosis Editor to add a missing diagnosis if necessary. 

 
 These same warnings appear when you add a medication to a patient’s Medication Editor or to the 
Prescription Log. 
 Version 5.0 will allow you to add your own Indications to the list of recognized Indications, and to 
add Indications for user-
defined Vocabulary 
medications, not just those in 
the Program Vocabulary. 
 
Recording Indications  
 You can record the 
Indication for any medication in 
the Medication Editor, 
Prescription Log, and 
Prescription Writer by entering 
it into the ICD box on each of 
these editors. Let’s try this: 

1. Press 
Write\Medications. 

2. Enter the patient’s 
name, e.g. Kelly Erickson. 

3. Press ADD 
4. In the ICD-9 box, you can click the down arrow button  to choose a diagnosis from the patient’s 

Diagnosis Editor, or simply start to type in a diagnosis and a box opens listing the diagnoses in the 
Vocabulary System that begin with these letters.  The program also automatically fills the ICD-9 
code in the box to the far right of the ICD-9 line. 

 
NEWS ON UPCOMING VERSIONS 
We are starting work on version 5.0.  It allows you to edit your own Indications.  Please let us know if there 
are new features you would like to see included. 
 
SEND US YOUR TIPS 
If you have tips, shortcuts, questions, or suggestions for future newsletter topics, please send them to us at: 
 Welford Medical Computing, Inc.  or MEDCOM Information Systems 
 3779 Hermitage Trail    2117 Stonington Avenue 
 Rockford, IL 61114    Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 
 


