
Page 1 of 2

WELFORD CHART NOTES
NEWSLETTER

Volume 29, No. 2 August, 2006
copyright 2006, Welford Medical Computing, Inc. All rights reserved
DIAGNOSIS CHRONICITY (User’s Manual, pgs. 942-944)
Version 5.0 lets you specify whether each Diagnosis in the patient’s Diagnosis Editor is Acute, Subacute,
Chronic, or Recurring. You can then sort the Diagnosis Editor to show first the Acute, then the Subacute,
Recurring and finally the Chronic problems. Let’s do this:

1. Press Write\Diagnoses and enter a patient’s name.
2. Press

UTILITY\Sort.
3. Check Sort

by
Chronicity
and press
OK .

To have the program
automatically assign a
Chronicity each time
you add a new
Diagnosis:

1. Press
System\
Diagnosis
Options.

2. Check Auto
Assign
Chronicity
and press
OK .

To have the program
automatically go back through all of the Diagnoses in a single patient’s Diagnosis Editor and assign a
Chronicity to each Diagnosis without one:

1. Press Write\Diagnosis and enter the patient’s name.
2. Press UTILITY\Chronicity\Assign this patient and answer Yes.

To have the program automatically go back through all of the Diagnoses for ALL patients in the practice and
assign a Chronicity to each Diagnosis without one:

1. Press Write\Diagnosis and enter any patient’s name.
2. Press UTILITY\Chronicity\Assign all patients.
3. Answer Yes when asked if you are sure you want to do this.
4. Provider the Master Password.

To have the Parser automatically assign a Chronicity to each new diagnosis it recognizes:
1. Press System\Parser Options.
2. Check Parse Chronicity.
3. You may also wish to set the Default beneath that to some value. If you are not sure, just leave it

as Unassigned. But, for example, if you mainly see acute problems, you might set it to Acute.
The Default setting is used by the Parser when it encounters a diagnosis for which it doesn’t know
what Chronicity to use.

The automatic assignment of Chronicity from the Diagnosis Editor uses the same algorithm as the Parser.
The Parser inspects the diagnosis for any label specifying its Chronicity, (i.e. “acute”, “subacute”, “chronic”,
“recurrent”, “recurring”, etc.) and uses that label, if present, to assign the Chronicity. If there is no such label,
it consults a table of default Chronicity values for thousands of diagnoses and applies that to the Diagnosis.
For example, it assumes any fracture is Acute, whereas hypertension is Chronic.
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You can always manually override any Chronicity that the program automatically assigns. However, if you
want to keep track of Chronicity, we encourage you to use the above automatic settings, so that you can just
override what the program assigns once in awhile, rather than having to assign a Chronicity yourself each
time you make a diagnosis. You can also choose to ignore this feature altogether and just leave the
Chronicity blank or Unassigned.

LONGER TEST NAMES IN THE LAB BOOK
(User’s Manual, pgs. 952-953)
Prior to version 5.0, Test Names in the Lab Book were
limited to 20 characters in length. Starting with version
5.0, you can now have Test Names that are up to 60
characters in the 32-bit version and 50 characters in the
SQL version. The first time you run version 5.0, the
program converts the old Lab Book Vocabulary file
(LABS.FIL) into the new one (LABSNEW.FIL).

You should add full length test names as synonyms of
any test names you may have truncated previously in
order to fit into 20 characters, so that the Parser will
recognize the full test names. To browse your list of
Lab Book Test Names in order to find
ones that look truncated:

1. Press View\Lab Book.
2. Enter any patient name.
3. Press UTILITY\Vocabulary\

SEARCH.

For example, if you find a test named
ACTH STIMULATION TES, choose it,
and add as a Synonym ACTH
STIMULATION TEST. In this way, the
Parser will pick up ACTH
STIMULATION TEST as a valid test
name.

SEND US YOUR TIPS
If you have tips, shortcuts, questions, or
suggestions for future newsletter topics,
please send them to us at:

Welford Medical Computing,
Inc. or MEDCOM Information Systems

3779 Hermitage Trail 2117 Stonington Avenue
Rockford, IL 61114 Hoffman Estates, IL 60195


