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MEDICATION POLYPHARMACY OPTION (User's Manual, pgs. 1418-1419)
Having patients on numerous
medications increases the risks
of drug interactions and
adverse drug events. You can
arrange for Welford Chart
Notes to remind you when you
have a patient on a number of
medications which exceeds the
number that you choose. This
allows you to be aware that
you are prescribing for a
patient where polypharmacy
may be an issue and pay more
attention to whether all of the
medications on the list still
need to be continued. Let's see
how to do this:
1. Press
System\
Medication
Options.
2. Check
Warn
about
polypharmacy.
3. Set "if more than
<n>
medications" to
a number that
you
feel
is
appropriate.
In
this example, set
it to 20.
4. Press OK to store this Option.
Now, let's see how this works:
1. Press Write\Medications.
2. Enter Kelly Erickson as the name of the patient.
3. Press Add.
4. Enter a medication and press OK.
5. Repeat steps 3-4 until the patient is on 21 medications.
6. Press Cancel to close Medication\Add.
7. Press Cancel to close the Medication Editor.
8. Press Write\Medications.
9. Enter Kelly Erickson as the name of the patient.
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10. You now see the following warning:

11. Press OK to close the Warning.
12. Look at the Medication Editor list to see if there are any medications that you might be able to
safely discontinue.

Note that the warning occurs only when you open the Medication Editor, not as you add each new
medication. The reason is that you would not want to be repeatedly warned as you entered a patient's list of
medications for the first time each time you exceeded your chosen maximum number of medications.

If you have tips, shortcuts, questions, or suggestions for future newsletter topics, please send them to us at:
Welford Medical Computing, Inc.
3779 Hermitage Trail
Rockford, IL 61114

or
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