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MEDICATION POLYPHARMACY OPTION (User's Manual, pgs. 1418-1419)

Having patients on numerous
medications increases the risks
of drug interactions and
adverse drug events. You can

&2 Medication Options

Interaction severity:
" All interactions

~ o

arrange for Welford Chart ~ ﬁ" S"_eh':'“e" )

Notes to remind you when you USSR O £l
{+ Mild or above

have a patient on a number of

medications which exceeds the | f Moderate orabove
number that you choose. This " Major or above
allows you to be aware that " Lethal only

you are prescribing for a Indications

patient where polypharmacy
may be an issue and pay more
attention to whether all of the
medications on the list still
need to be continued. Let's see

v WWarn if no Indication

[v Ewen with diagnosis specified
Start Date shows:

" Original Start Date

f+ Start Date of current course

Interaction interrupt when: |Letha|

v Allow different formulations on different lines
+ Ask drug brochure?

v Auto Check Rule Reminders?

¥ Check doses? & Pediatric Options

Estimate renal function using:
" Cockroft-Gault

(« Modification of Diet in Renal Disease

[+ Check formularies?
3

¥ Show extra buttons
YWhen stopping a drug:

Mo. refills: v Auto lookup

¥ Parse?

Right mouse click:

" Don't Yerify
how to do this: " Opens Utilities " Verify
[~ Show dosages in window " Auto-Open Comment
1. Press System\ v Verify?  Toggles Mark & Require Comment
Medication v “Warn if can't check Alerts v Mark advances to next line
Options. v Warn duplicate class? 7y Skip ill
2. Check Warn l¥ Warn about polypharmacy
about if on more than: |29 2| medications.

polypharmacy.

3. Set"if more than | Default Hospital Formulary:

|MY TOWN HOSPITAL

B

<n> ] ) Default Nursing Home Formulary: |N" Formulary j
medications” to Default Qutpatient Formulary: M
a  number th?t Default Any Site Formulary: |N" Formulary j
you feel is 2 w

appropriate. In « 0K | X Cancel ‘ ? Help | ) Default ‘

this example, set

it to 20.
4. Press OK to store this Option.

Now, let's see how this works:

Press Write\Medications.

Enter Kelly Erickson as the name of the patient.

Press Add.

Enter a medication and press OK.

Repeat steps 3-4 until the patient is on 21 medications.
Press Cancel to close Medication\Add.

Press Cancel to close the Medication Editor.

Press Write\Medications.

Enter Kelly Erickson as the name of the patient.
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10. You now see the following warning:

This patient is n 21 dications. You d to be
warned if this exceeds 2l] Consider dlscnnllnulng unnecessary
medications.

? Help |

11. Press OK to close the Warning.
12. Look at the Medication Editor list to see if there are any medications that you might be able to
safely discontinue.
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acetaminop |2 22-2018
allopurinol 300 mg po ghs 2-22-2018
aspirin 81 myg po daily 2-22-2018
atorvastatin 40 mg po ghs 2-22-2018
clopidogrel 75 mg po daily 2-22-2018
digoxin 0.125 mg po qd 2-22-2018
diphenhydramine |25 mg po ghs prn sleep 2-22-2018
docusate 100 mg po bid 2-22-2018
fluticasone one squirt each naris bid 2-22-2018
furosemide 40 mg po qam 1-27-2013
glipizide 5 mg po bid 2-22-2018
lisinopril 10 mg po qd 5-16-2017
metformin 500 mg po bid 1-28-2013 I
metoprolol XL 50 mg po qam 2-22-2018
multivitamin i poqd 2-22-2018
naproxen 500 mg po bid prn pain 2-22-2018
nitroglycerin 0.4 mg sublingual prn chest pain 2-22-2018
sertraline 50 mg po qd 2-22-2018
tiotropium one puff bid 2-22-2018
trazodone 50 mg po ghs prn sleep 2-22-2018
zolpidem 5 mg po ghs prn sleep 2-22-2018
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Note that the warning occurs only when you open the Medication Editor, not as you add each new
medication. The reason is that you would not want to be repeatedly warned as you entered a patient's list of
medications for the first time each time you exceeded your chosen maximum number of medications.
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